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PBE-ARYAN AND PRE-DRAVIDIAN

The practice of counting by 20 having been preserved
in Bengal, the Austro-Asiatic word kuri might have been
retained for meaning " a score" by the side of Indo-
Aryan bi$<viin8a(ti) which signifies " twenty, twice tea/'

An exactly parallel fact is observed in Upper Burma-
the Siyins, who have the Tibeto-Burman numeration,
possess a special word for " score " and it is kul:

" Ten "
	$6m, hkan, hkat

11 Eleven*'
	s6m la hkat

"Twelve"
	sdm la ni

11 Twenty "
	hkam-ni, stfm-ni, kul

"Twenty -one"
	kul la Mat1

The name of *'score" common to several Kol
languages, Bengali and the language of the Siyins,
therefore, goes beyond the Austro-Asiatic domain and
encroaches upon the Indo-Aryan and the Tibeto-Burman
zones*

The Austro-Asiatic origin of the Bengali number
kuri can be proved with still more certainty if we can
show that this word, besides its numerical value, has
a concrete sense in the languages from which it has been
borrowed.

Dr. S. K. Chatterji has already indicated (The Study
of Kols Calcutta Review, Ifcfctf, p. 455) that the word KoL
is probably an Aryan modification of an old word

Cf. Gazetteer oj Upper Burma and the Shan State** I, p. 682.